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“ology” what it may, (o visit our Mount Buffalo National Park.
Having done so, they will return again and again. No effurt should
he spared to preserve the native ceology of this wonderful Park.
It ranks as an outstanding holiday resort and naturalists” pacadise,
for no other State has anything hke it.
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NATIVE BEES ON MOUNT BUFFALO
With Description of a New Subspecies
Gy Tarvron Raymunt, Melbourmne

Three Club members, Messrs. H. C. L. Stewart (President),
Eyre Swarlweck, and P. Bibby, spent a fortnight from January
19, 1946, al Mownt Buftalo; alttude 4,500-5600 feet.  Com-
paratively few of thé native Eucalypts were in bloom, but the
party ohtained some bees. Most were found in the open alpine
meadows, aot far from ronning water. A botanical feature of
tlicse Lreeless expanses at the time of the visit was the predominance
of the famuly Compositee in Aower. Conspicuous was the orange-
coloured Alpine Podelepis, P, acuminata var, robusta, The native
Ixes seemed to have a predilection for these bright inflorescences.

The specimens seént to me proved to be of consideralle interest,
The most nunierous formed a series of males and females of an
earth-digging species, Peracolletes clatybeatus (Er.). These are
gbout 14 mm. in length, highly-polished, with a black head and
thorax, and a slight steely metallic lustre over the abdomen. The
species was described from Tasmania in IB42, as Andyena, liy
Erickson, but the glossa of the mouth-parts is definitely wide and
blunt, whereas that of Andrena is marrow and pointed, It is the
iype of the genus Lanprocolletes, Smith, with 4 conspicuous
pterustigma,  The ecology at this altitude is not unlike that of
Tasmama in a more southerly latitude.

One small black T'urrow-hee—it is only 6.8 mm, in length—
proved to bhe a not quite typical specimen of Halictus suliplebeivs,
CkIl., which wis described from Mt Tamborine, Queensland,

The third hee is a leaf-cutter, which is hest treated 4s a new
subspecies of Megachile mmeuloris, Dalla Torre (snacnlata of
Smith). The species 1s widely spread over the three eastern
Stiates of Auslralia, and is easily known by several small spots of
white hait_on the mesothorax. The Buffalo specimen lacks these
hairy maculae, and the mandibule are quite di#::emly sculptured.
It approaches M, sgnascens, which however has a red scopa. The
Biiffalo bee may later be given specific runk, but in the absence of
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the male 1 shall weat it #s a new subspecics and uppend a
description of the {emale:

MEGACHILE MA{ULARIS SHARBRECKI. subsp. now,

TYPE: Female—Length, 11 ong, approx.  Black

fdoad transverse; face with recdish hair fading o pale staw-colaur
laterally; frons rugosa-punctate, with sparse tong reddish hair; clypeos
convex. anterior margin crenviate, a polished irregular wedian Tine, susd
large contignous punclures; the 1avge supraclypeal avea with g median
impunctate polished suriace; vertex closely punciored, with sparse fine
black lair; compound eyes large, arterior marging parallel; genae small,
with lang, luose silvery hair; labrum black; mandibulag excecdingly Jarge,
coarsely rugese, shining, with a peculiar sericeds arex on the sonewhal
fattened apex; short aniennae obscurely brownish below,

Prothoras with a few long Ane black hairs intermmpled with the white;
tubercles black; mesothorax shining, but closely and coarsely pubetured,
with a fow fne bluck hairs; scorellym similar; postscutellony with longer
white lmirs; metethorax with a scale-like seulpture over an arep shaped
like & Moarish arch; abdominal dorsal segments coarsely punctured.
depressed medianly, with 2 few stiff black hairs; apex with a few appressed
vchredus hairs, scanty white hairs not torming distinct bands; ventral seg-
wents with a demse white scopa,

Legs black, with vather dense fringes of white hair; tarsi black; cliws
blackish-brawn ; hind ealear blackish; tegulae blackish, closely punetured,
with a large tuft o1 silvery hair just heneath them; wings smoky,; neryiices
blacldsh-brown ; cells; radial thore suffused; pterostigma inconspicuous;
hamuoli seventeen.

LOCALITY: Mount Buffala, Victaria, January, 1946, Fyre Swarhreck,

Type in the collection of the author.

ALLIES: M. macwlaris, which has white spots on the mesothore; M.
ignescens, which as o red scopa.

On fowers of Podoleps acnminate, R, Br,, var, robusia (Maden ot
Betche) Witls, :

BLUE WREN NESTING ON THE GROUND

While walking aleng a track in the Waterwaorks Reserye, Habart
(Tasmania), an Noventher 5, 1945 [ observed a {emale Blue Wren with
a4 feather 1 her beak fly 10 a low dead shrub,  After resting there for n
few moments she flew to the ground a shert distance away.

Upon ohserving the bicd depatt T investigated and found the nest. which
was built right on 1he ground at the foot of a small low bush about 12
inches high.  There was 2 little prass growing through and about the
bush, whiclt was only five or six yards from the track, The dome-shaped
grass nest with its side entrance was not easily located, n spite of the
fact that the bird ‘was scen to alight in the vicunity, So far as could bLe
sten without touching the west, only feathers had been wsed to line at.

While the female bird was secn to visit the nest on two occasions that
alternoon, the roale, was not observed. On each occasion the approuch to
the nest was the samie. the bied alighting on the dead shrub belore flymg
to the ground near the nest ) h

Several paira of these lovely birds were secn in tlis localitd, and four
pairs were noted together in the open near the Reservoir.

L. € Viuzy.



